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Tuesday, July 14, 2026

Session Theme: Staphylococcal Genetics, Regulation, and Host–Pathogen 
Interactions

Chair: Elena Tiumina, Friedrich Schiller University Jena, Germany

Plenary Talk
08:30-09:10	 Mobile Genetic Elements in Staphylococci and their Potential as Therapeutic Agents 
		  Richard P Novick, NYU Grossman School of Medicine, NY, USA

09:10-09:40	 Post-transcriptional Regulation in Staphylococcus aureus: Adapting to Metals, ROS, and 	
		  Antibiotics 
		  Philippe Bouloc, Universite Paris-Saclay, France

09:40-10:10	 Regulation of the Agr system by ClpC chaperone in S. aureus 
		  Chia Lee, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, Little Rock, AR, USA

10:10-10:40	 Impact of Temperature on Staphylococcus aureus Gene Expression and Host 			 
		  Interactions 
		  Ronan Carroll, Ohio University, OH, USA

10:40-10:50	 Discussion	

10:50-11:00	 Break

Chair: Christine Tkaczyk, AstraZeneca, MD, USA

11:00-11:30	 Dissecting the Intracellular Lifestyle of Staphylococcus aureus Through Microscopy-Based 	
		  Phenotypic Screenings 
		  Ana Eulalio, Imperial College London, United Kingdom

11:30-12:00	 Staphylococci are Important Pathogens to Cause Periprosthetic Joint Infections – The 		
		  Underlying Pathomechanisms 
		  Bettina Loffler, Jena University Hospital, Germany

12:00-12:30	 Staphylococci and the Joint Environment 
		  Noreen J. Hickok, Thomas Jefferson University, PA, USA

12:30-13:00	 S. aureus- Leukocyte Crosstalk Shapes Biofilm Growth 
		  Tammy Kielian, University of Nebraska Medical Center, NE, USA

13:00-13:10	 Discussion	

13:10-13:20	 Break	

13:20-13:50	 The Influence of Host Lipids on S. aureus Virulence Production 
		  Timothy R Borgogna, Weissman Hood Institute at Touro, NY, USA

13:50-14:20	 The Electron Transport Chain in Staphylococcus aureus Impacts Antibiotic Tolerance Through 	
		  Membrane Charge Remodeling 
		  Dane Parker, Rutgers New Jersey Medical School, NJ, USA

14:20-14:30	 Conclusion of Day 1

Time zone: Eastern Time (US & Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting Meeting ID: To be updated
Passcode: To be updated

Welcome and Opening Remarks

VirtualDAY 1
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Session Theme: Antimicrobial Resistance, Infection Biology, and Translational 
Approaches

Chair: Kerstin Strenger, University of Basel, Switzerland

08:30-09:00	 Tracking Evolution in Cases of Persistent MRSA Bacteremia 
		  Matthew Culyba, University of Pittsburgh, PA, USA

09:00-09:30	 Identification and Evaluation of AV1902F2 for the Therapeutic Intervention of Bacterial 	
		  keratitis 
		  Paul M. Dunman, University of Rochester School of Medicine, NY, USA

09:30-10:00	 Mis-localization of PBPs in Staphylococcus aureus gdpP Mutant Contributes to β-lactam 	
		  Resistance and Surface Protein Cross-Wall Trafficking 
		  Yaosheng Jia, Department of Molecular Biosciences, University of South Florida	

10:00-10:30	 Partners in Pathogenesis: Interactions Between Respiratory Viruses and Staphylococcus 	
		  aureus in Lung Infections 
		  Mariya Goncheva, University of Victoria, Canada

10:30-10:40	 Discussion	

10:40-10:50	 Break

Chair: Deb Veis, Washington University School of Medicine, MO, USA

10:50-11:20	 Life and death of Staphylococcus within complex communities 
		  Kim Hardie, University of Nottingham, United Kingdom

11:20-11:50	 Mouse-adapted S. aureus strains–Insights into their Application in Murine Infection Models  
		  and their Mechanisms of Host Adaptation 
		  Silva Holtfreter, University Medicine Greifswald, Germany

11:50-12:20	 Staphylococcus Databases within BioCyc.org 
		  Lisa Moore, Bioinformatics Research Group, SRI International, CA, USA

12:20-12:50	 Airway Microenvironment and Transient Pseudomonas aeruginosa Shape Staphylococcus 	
		  aureus Phenotypes in CF Isolates 
		  Paula M. Tribelli, University of Buenos Aires, Argentina

		  Early Career Researcher (ECR) Flash Talks

Chair: Uthayakumar Muthukumarasamy, Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg, Germany

12:50-13:05	 From Metal Stress to Antibiotic Response: Effects of Cobalt Adaptation on Gentamicin 		
		  Susceptibility in Staphylococcus aureus 
		  Ann Charloth Kuhfahl, Rostock University Medical Center, Germany

13:05-13:20	 Post-fluoroquinolone Treatment Molecular Events and Nutrient Availability Modulate 		
		  Staphylococcus aureus Antibiotic Persistence 
		  Nisha Mahey, University of Connecticut Health Center, CT, USA

13:20-13:35	 When More Is Worse: Coverage-Aware Long-Read Selection Improves Staphylococcus aureus 	
		  Genome Assembly from Ultra-Deep Nanopore Data 
		  Uthayakumar Muthukumarasamy, Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg, Germany

13:35		  Concluding Remarks

Wednesday, July 15, 2026

Time zone: Eastern Time (US & Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting Meeting ID: To be updated
Passcode: To be updated
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